
 

 

 

 

Swans Island Crocheted Hats for the Whole Family 

By Kristen Ashbaugh-Helmreich  

for Jimmy Beans Wool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This pattern was actually inspired by my years of working in Customer Service here at Jimmy Beans!  

It seemed that on a weekly basis, I would get the same question: “Do you have a basic hat pattern that 

you can recommend that has sizes for everyone in my family?” Of course, I would recommend a basic 

pattern that had all of the kids sizes and then another for the adults and so forth. The thing is, I could 

never seem to find one that just had all of them—not even through copious amounts of searching on 

Ravelry. It just didn’t exist. So, when I started designing for Jimmy Beans about six months ago, I told 

Jimmy, “I know it’s a super basic idea but, I really want to write a pattern that includes hat sizes for the 

whole family!” She said, ”Great! Can you make it for both knitting and crocheting?!” So of course I said 

yes and immediately picked out some gorgeous Swans Island Worsted yarn in both the Natural Colors 

(dyed with natural plant based dyes) and the Pure Blends (undyed)! Using a high quality, 100% wool  

yarn (non-superwash) is ideal for hats because it regulates temperature and wicks moisture the best of 

any fiber making it perfect for use all winter long. Plus, with amazing yarn and an adorable 3 year old  

as your muse, how can you go wrong?!?! 

 

What is great about this pattern is not only do you have all of the sizes you need for just about everyone  

in your family, you also have instructions for customizing each hat. The pattern I’ve created includes  

tips on making your hat slouchy, doing different stitch patterns, adding stripes, etc. It’s all information 

that took years of trial and error to learn and hopefully will help you sucessfully make numerous hats. 

Think of it as a recipe- you might follow it for the most part, but substitute some of the ingredients for 

things you like better like half double, double crochets, etc. The best part is all you need is this one  

pattern and you can knit one for everyone on your holiday gift list or to support your favorite sports  

team! (Cascade 220 is awesome for this.) I hope you have fun creating these custom hats for all of your 

loved ones! 

 

Materials: 

-100-200 yds of Swans Island Worsted Yarn per hat. (Choose as many colors as you would  

like for stripes and you can get about 2 hats per ball of yarn.) 

-Size G Crochet Hook  

-1 locking stitch marker  

-darning needle (for weaving in your ends) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Gauge:  

 

17 sts and 20 rnds= 4” in Single Crochet 

 

*Note on Gauge: Take the time to save time--check your gauge!  Hats can be easy to get a little too big  

or a little too small. Luckily, if you are knitting many of them, you can always switch and give a mis- 

sized hat to a different person. It helps to know if you need to switch needle sizes though so I do 

recommend at least paying a little attention to your gauge toavoid too many wrong sized hats.  

 

Abbreviations: 
ch- chain stitch- yarn over and pull it through the loop on the hook. 

sc- Single crochet- go in through the top stitch in the row below, yo pull through stitch, yo, pull  

through both loops on hook 

sl st- slip stitch 

rnd(s)- round(s) 

sts- stitches 

yo- yarn over 

sc2tog- go into the first stitch as usual, yarn over and pull it through the stitch only. Two loops on the 

hook. Then go into the 2nd stitch, yarn over, and pull it through. Three loops on the hook.  Yo and pull 

through all 3 sts. This decreases from two sts to one. 

 

Finished Sizes for Basic Beanie (Circumference/Height): 

Newborn (0-3 mos)- 13-15” x 4.5”  

Baby (3-12 mos)- 15-17” x 5” 

Toddler (1-3 yrs)- 17-19” x 5.5”-6” 

Kids/XS Adult- 19-20” x 6.5” 

Sm. Adult- 20-21” x 7” 

Med. Adult- 21-22” x 8” 

Lg. Adult- 22-23” x 8.5” 

XL Adult- 23-24” x 9” 

 

*Note on size: Measuring the head of the person you are knitting this for is highly recommended. In  

cases where you can’t measure the head, measure another hat that fits, or have someone take a 

measurement for you if possible. Kids grow at different rates, so these general sizes may not work 

perfectly for everyone. If you are unsure of a size, you can fudge it a little by knitting a slightly larger  

size in a rib pattern throughout and make it 1-2” longer than you think you need. The recipient can  

wear it folded up for a while and the ribbing will allow it to form to the head size better and grow with 

them over time if they are still growing.  

 

Directions (for a basic beanie crocheted from the top-down): 

Magic Adjustable Loop (creating your working sts):  

-Make a loop with your yarn, with the short tail crossing over the top.  

-Insert the needle into the middle from the bottom-up, yarn over, and pull the loop 

through. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

-Ch 1 using that first loop. 

-Sc 6 times into the loop. 

-Pull the short tail until the middle of the loop closes and your 7 sc’s are around the 

outside. This is your adjustable loop. We have a video of this technique on our website: 

http://www.jimmybeanswool.com/secure-html/onlineec/instructionalArticle.asp?iaid=139 

 

Begin crocheting hat: 

-Rnd 1- - Sl st the first stitch to join both ends of the loop together. Sc twice into each  

of the 6 sts around your loop. The Sl stitch in the first stitch counts as one. You should 

now have 12 sts. Use a locking stitch marker to mark the beginning of the round. 

-Rnd 2- sl st, ch 1, *sc into the first stitch, sc twice into the 2nd stitch. Repeat from * to 

end of round. (18 sts) 

-Rnd 3- Sl 1st  st, ch 1, sc around. 

-Rnd 4- Sl 1st st, ch 1, *sc into the first 2 sts, sc twice into the 3rd stitch. Repeat from *  

to end of round. (24 sts) 

-Rnd 5- Sl 1st st, sc around. 

*Notice the pattern forming here. Each increase rnd (the even rnds) you add 1 more  

sc between increases. The increases are happening when you single crochet twice into 

one stitch.  

-Continue increasing by working an increase round followed by a non-increase round 

until you have 6 (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13) sts between increases. At this point you will  

have 48 (54, 60, 66, 72, 78, 84, 90) sts you are working with in each round. 

-Once you have the desired number of sts around, continue sc in every stitch around 

until your hat measures 4.5 (5, 5.5, 6, 6.5, 7, 7.5, 8, 9)” tall (or whatever height you 

desire.) Begin each row with a sl st and ch 1. (If you are adding stripes, please see the 

“Tips for Adding Stripes” section below.) 

-When your hat measures the desired height, cut your yarn leaving a 6-8” tail and pull  

it through the final stitch to tie it off. Weave in ends and block hat over a bowl.  

*Blocking helps to soften the yarn and relax the stitches a bit. It can also be really  

helpful in shaping your hat. I always recommend blocking even on a simple project  

like this. 

 

Tips for Adding Stripes: 

 After your final increase round is the easiest time to add stripes. Try to plan stripe  

width and how many you’d like ahead of time. 5 rnds of sc = 1” so this should help you 

figure out your spacing and number of stripes to add in. You can do as few or as many  

as you like! 

 To begin a new stripe, just add in the new color after slipping the first stitch of each  

row and just before chaining 1. 

 Sometimes stripes can look a bit uneven along the back “seam” where the beginning  

 

http://www.jimmybeanswool.com/secure-html/onlineec/instructionalArticle.asp?iaid=139


 

 

 

 

 

 

of each new round happens. This is why we Sl 1st st and Ch 1 at the beginning of each  

row as it helps to even things out. If you get to the end of your first row of a new color  

and your stripes don’t quite match up, you can chain in the post below the stitch to  

even it out a bit slightly.   

 

More Ways to Customize Your Hats: 

 For a slouchier hat: Increase in the crown to one or two sizes larger than you actually 

need, and add 1-2 extra inches of length by crocheting to the length specified in the 

pattern, then decreasing down to the number of stitches called for in the size you  

actually need in the next row. (You can decrease by sc2tog.) Then, finish by  

crocheting around to create a 1-2” band. 

 For different stitch patterns: Mix up the stitch patterns as much as you want  

throughout the body of the hat. If you prefer a half-double or double crochet to a  

single crochet, feel free to use those instead. Just be sure to check your stitch count  

as you go and make sure that it matches up with the pattern. Also, be aware that some 

stitch patterns may have a larger gauge than a single crochet and this will affect your  

hat outcome and take that into consideration as you go.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


