
 

 

 
 
 

Lady Violet’s Dinner Gauntlets 
Downton Abbey Mystery KAL 2013 

By Kristen Ashbaugh Helmreich 
For Jimmy Beans Wool 

 
These gauntlets were designed for our Downton Abbey Mystery KAL 2013. The gauntlets are inspired by Dame 
Maggie Smith’s character on Downton, Lady Violet Crowley, who is the matriarch of the family and incredibly  
feisty and hilarious. These fingerless mitts feature side ruching for a custom fit and feminine detail, an optional 
Rosebud Lace panel on top, and a lace border along the top edge to complete the Edwardian feel of these  
mitts. Don’t be fooled by the extra frills on the mitts, the hand portion is no-nonsense stockinette and garter  
stitch making them perfect for everyday wear!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials: 
-1 Skein of Lorna’s Laces Sportmate (or approximately 270 yds of sport weight yarn) 
-US Size 3 Double Point Needles (or size to obtain gauge) 
-US size G or H Crochet hook for crochet provisional cast on 
-DK or Worsted weight waste scrap yarn for crochet provisional cast on 
-Darning needle 
-Any episodes of Downton Abbey to watch as you knit! 



 

 

 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
k- Knit 
p-purl 
sts- stitches 
k2tog- knit two stitches together 
k3tog- knit three stitches together 
ssk- slip, slip, knit. Slip one stitch onto the right needle knit wise and one stitch onto the right needle 
purlwise, then insert the left needle into both stitches through the front loop and knit the two  
together.  
yo- yarn over, bring the yarn to the front as if to purl, knit the next stitch. 
K1f&b- knit into the front of the stitch, then before dropping the stitch off the left needle,  
knit into the back loop of the same stitch. Also known as a “bar increase.” 
sl 1- slip one stitch knitwise 
psso- pass the slipped stitch over (from right to left)  
 
Measurements:  
 
-7.75” middle arm circumference (to fit a 9”-9.5” arm circumference) 
-10” upper arm circumference 
-12” long un-ruched 
-8” long fully ruched 
-7” hand to fit between 7-8” hand 
 
Gauge: 
 
26 sts and 36 rows to 4” (10cm) in stockinette stitch knit flat. 
 
Directions (Right-Hand Gauntlet): 
 
-Using your waste yarn and a Crochet Provisional Cast-on, cast on 52sts. 
-Knit one row with project yarn  
-Evenly divide on to 3 DPNs and join for knitting in the round. 
-Knit 4 rounds in stockinette stitch (knit every round). 
-Divide sts onto three needles as follows:  

-Needle 1: 14 sts 
-Needle 2: 25 sts 
-Needle 3: 13 sts 

 
On Needle 1, an eyelet pattern will be worked that will be used to create eyelets that you can later  
thread a drawstring i-cord through to adjust the length and fit of the gauntlets. On Needle 2, an  
optional lace panel will be worked simultaneously with the eyelets on Needle 1. Needle 3 will be knit  
in stockinette every round until the thumb gusset. 
 
Work the instructions below for each needle as you come to them. 
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Needle 1 (Eyelet pattern- Chart A)): 
Rnd 1: Knit to last 6 sts, k2tog, yo, k2, yo, ssk 
Rnds 2-4: Knit 
 
Chart A: 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Needle 2 (Rosebud Lace panel- Chart B, OPTIONAL, if you don’t wish to knit the lace then work plain  
stockinette stitch instead): 
Rnd 1: k10, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, ssk, k10 
Rnd 2 (and every even rnd): Knit 
Rnd 3: k9, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, ssk, k9 
Rnd 5: k10, yo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo, k10 
Rnd 7: k11, yo, sl 1—k2tog—psso (aka. sk2p), yo, k11 
Rnd 9: k2, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, ssk, k11, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, ssk, k2 
Rnd 11: k1, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, ssk, k9, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, ssk, k1 
Rnd 13: k2, yo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo, k11, yo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo, k2 
Rnd 15: k3, yo, sl 1—k2tog—psso (aka. sk2p), yo, k13, yo, sl 1—k2tog—psso, yo, k3 
Rnd 16: Knit 
 
Chart B: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Needle 3: Knit every rnd until Thumb Gusset. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
*Work each pattern on each needle simultaneously until you have repeated the Lace Panel three  
times, then work rnds 1-8 one more time. You should have 3.5 repeats of the lace panel and 14  
eyelets. 
 

Thumb Gusset: 
 
Needle 1: Knit every rnd 
 
Needle 2: Continue working Rosebud Lace pattern starting with round 9. While you are knitting the 
thumb gusset, you will continue working this pattern for 12 more rounds ending on row 4 of the 
pattern. 
 
Needle 3 (Thumb Gusset): 

Rnd 1: k1f&b, k3, k1f&b, place marker, k to end of round. 
Rnd 2: k 
Rnd 3: k1f&b, k to last st before marker, k1f&b, slip marker, k to end of round. 
Rnd 4: k 
 
*Repeat rounds 3 & 4, four more times. On the last round (a knit round with no increases) knit the  
first stitch on needle 3. Next, slip the remaining stitches (16 sts total) to the stitch marker onto a  
scrap of waste yarn using a darning needle. Knit the rest of the round, pulling the two stitches on  
either side of the thumb together as snuggly as possible as you knit them. Continue working the hand 
portion of the gauntlet for 4 more rounds to finish working rows 5-8 of the Rosebud Lace pattern on  
Needle 2 while knitting all stitches on Needles 1 and 3.    
 
Finishing the Hand: 
-K 5 rounds in stockinette stitch 
-Try on your gauntlet and measure how close you are to your ideal hand length. This part is 
customizable. If you only need 3/4" or less to be at your ideal length, move on to the garter stitch 
portion. If you need more than 3/4", knit a few more rows first. 
-Work in Garter Stitch (knit a round, purl a round) for 10 more rounds or approximately 3/4". 
-Bind-off and weave in ends. 
 
Finishing the Thumb: 
-Using your DPNs and beginning with the right side (lace side) of the gauntlet facing you, place your 
thumb stitches back on the needles in the following order: 5 on the first needle (Needle 1), 6 on the 
second needle (Needle 2), 5 on the third needle (Needle 3). 
-Re-join your yarn at the last stitch on Needle 3 and knit 1 round, picking up 2 sts along the opening 
between Needles 1 and 3, and the rest of the hand to fill the gap. 
-Knit 4 rounds. 
-Knit 6 rounds in garter stitch (knit one round, purl one round) 
-Bind off and weave in your ends. 
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Lace Cuff: 
-Remove provisional cast on and place stitches on your needles dividing the stitches evenly 

-Rejoin yarn to resume working in the round starting where the first and last provisional cast-on  

stitches were joined previously.  

-Purl one round 

-*k1, k1f&b; repeat from * to end of round. (78 sts now on the needles) 

-Rearrange sts on the needles so that you have 26 sts on each needle. 

-Work Shell Lace Edging pattern as follows: 

 

Shell Lace Edging (Chart C): 

Rnd 1: *k2tog, k9, ssk; repeat from * to end of rnd. (66 sts) 

Rnd 2: Knit 

Rnd 3: *k2tog, k7, ssk; repeat from * to end of rnd. (54 sts) 

Rnd 4: Knit 

Rnd 5: *k2tog, yo, (k1, yo) 5 times, ssk; repeat from * to end of round (78 sts) 

Rnd 6: Purl 

*Repeat rows 1-6 two more times. (A total of 3 repeats) 

 

Chart C: 
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-Bind off and weave in ends. 

 
Gauntlet #2 Left Hand: 
-Using your waste yarn and a Crochet Provisional Cast-on, cast on 52sts. 
-Knit one row with project yarn (all stitches on the needles should now be in your "real" yarn, not  
your scrap yarn)  
-Divide on to 3 DPNs evenly and join for knitting in the round. 
-Knit 4 rounds in stockinette stitch (knit every round). 
-Divide sts onto three needles as follows:  

-Needle 1: 14 sts 
-Needle 2: 25 sts 
-Needle 3: 13 sts 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
For the left side gauntlet, the eyelet pattern is worked on Needle 3 instead of Needle 1. The lace  
panel is worked exactly the same as on the right gauntlet, on Needle 2. Needle 1 is worked entirely  
in stockinette stitch until the Thumb Gusset. 
 
Work the instructions below for each needle as you come to them. 
 
Needle #1: Knit every round. 
 
Needle #2 Rosebud Lace Pattern (same as right hand gauntlet, Chart B) 
 
Needle #3 (Eyelet pattern, Chart A): 
Rnd 1: k2tog, yo, k2, yo, ssk, knit to end of rnd. 
Rnds 2-4: Knit 
 
*Work all three needles (at the same time) until you have repeated the Lace Panel 3 times, then  
work rnds 1-8 one more time. You should have 3.5 repeats of the lace panel and 14 eyelets. 
 
Thumb Gusset (continue working in the round): 
 
Needle 1: Knit as follows- 
Rnd 1: k to last 5 sts, pm, k1f&b, k3, k1f&b 
Rnd 2: k 
Rnd 3: k to marker, slip marker, k1f&b, knit to last stitch, k1f&b 
Rnd 4: k 
 
*Repeat rounds 3 & 4, four more times while also maintaining the pattern for other two needles.    
 
Needle 2: Continue working in Rosebud Lace pattern picking up where you left off, starting with  
round 9. While you are knitting the thumb gusset, continue working this pattern for 12 more rounds 
ending on row 4 of the pattern. 
 
Needle 3: For this section, you will no longer knit eyelets. At this point you should have a total of 14 
eyelets. From here until the garter stitch edge, knit only stockinette stitch on this needle. 
 
*On the last round (a knit round with no increases) knit to the marker on needle 1. Next, slip the  
next 16 sts onto a scrap of waste yarn using a darning needle. Finally, knit the rest of the round,  
making sure to knit the two stitches on either edge of the thumb gusset as snuggly as possible as you 
join them. Continue working the hand portion of the gauntlet for four more rounds to finish working 
rows 5-8 of the Rosebud Lace pattern on Needle 2 while knitting all stitches on Needles 1 and 3. 
 
Finishing the Hand: 
-K 5 rounds in stockinette stitch 
-Try on your gauntlet and measure how close you are to your ideal hand length. This part is  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
customizable. If you only need 3/4" or less to be at your ideal length, move on to the garter stitch 
portion. If you need more than 3/4", knit a few more rows first. 
-Work in Garter Stitch (knit a round, purl a round) for 10 more rounds or approximately 3/4". 
-Bind-off and weave in ends. 
 
Finishing the Thumb: 
-Using your DPNs and beginning with the right side (lace side) of the gauntlet facing you, place your 
thumb stitches back on the needles in the following order: 5 on the first needle (Needle 1), 6 on the 
second needle (Needle 2), 5 on the third needle (Needle 3). 
-Re-join your yarn at the last stitch on Needle 3 and knit 1 round, picking up 2 sts along the opening 
between the thumb (on Needles 1 and 3) and the rest of the hand to close up the gap. 
-Knit 4 rounds. 
-Knit 6 rounds in garter stitch (knit one round, purl one round) 
-Bind off and weave in your ends.  
 
Lace Cuff: 
-Remove provisional cast on and place stitches on your needles dividing the stitches evenly 

-Rejoin yarn to resume working in the round.  

-Purl one round 

-*k1, k1f&b; repeat from * to end of round. (78 sts now on the needles) 

-Rearrange sts on the needles so that you have 26 sts on each needle. 
-Work Shell Lace Edging pattern as follows: 

 

Shell Lace Pattern (See Chart C): 

Rnd 1: *k2tog, k9, ssk; repeat from * to end of rnd. (66 sts) 

Rnd 2: Knit 

Rnd 3: *k2tog, k7, ssk; repeat from * to end of rnd. (54 sts) 

Rnd 4: Knit 

Rnd 5: *k2tog, yo, (k1, yo) 5 times, ssk; repeat from * to end of round (78 sts) 

Rnd 6: Purl 

 

*Repeat rows 1-6 two more times. (A total of 3 repeats) 

Bind off and weave in ends. Feel free to block your gauntlet if you'd like. If you do, be sure to pin out 

the points on the lace edging.  

 

I-cord Instructions (Make 2): 

 

Step 1: Using US 3 double point needles, cast on 2 sts. You only need two DPNs to make the I-cord. 

Step 2: Slide the sts to the opposite end of the needle so that the stitch closest to the tip of the  

needle does NOT have the working yarn attached to it. 

 



 

 

 

 

Step 3: Knit the two sts pulling the working yarn snugly on the first stitch to close any gap that might 

occur. 

Step 4: Slide your sts to the opposite end of the needle again. 

Step 5: Knit those two sts pulling the working yarn snugly on that first stitch. 

Step 6: Repeat Steps 4 & 5 until the I-cord measures 17" long. (When you block it, it should measure 

closer to 20”. Feel free to make it longer if you prefer. 

Step 7: To finish, knit the two sts together, cut the yarn, run the strand through the loop to tie off,  

and weave in the ends.  

Step 8: Run the I-cord through the eyelets as shown weaving in and out up one side of eyelets  

towards the thumb and back down the other so that both tails are on the same end when it's  

finished. Cinch up your gauntlets to the desired fit and tie a bow to secure them. Wear while  

drinking tea out of fancy cups with your pinky finger in the air! 

 

 
 

 

 

  


